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is without a political constitution, and its laws are not reduced

to order.

The first sentence of this passage is not very clear as
to whether the description is meant for the whole country
or only for the district of the capital. Our pilgrim seems
to have drawn his information partly from the source
which supplied the author of the "Hou Han-Shu".1 In
that work, and in Ma Tuan-lin's treatise which follows it,
it is the Yenk'i country which is described as being
surrounded by hills or mountains. But there were appa-
rently no mountains on the east side of Yenk'i, and the
Life tells only of two cities which the pilgrim passed on
his way from the capital of Kao-ch'ang, without any mention
of a mountain. That the roads were dangerous and easily
guarded is also stated in the Hou Han-Shu almost in the
words used in our text, and this also seems to indicate
that it is the country which is described. But the ex-
pression "on four sides adjoins (or abuts on) hills" (]$'$$
jjz []j) is apparently more appropriate to a city than to
a country. Then we have the statement that "the various
streams join in zones" that is, unite to form belts or lines
of wSter. For this the original is "ch'iian (in the B text
cJnmg-liu-cJiiao-tai (^ in B ^ $fc ^ ^), and Julien trans-
lates ,,une multitude des courants quiviennent se joindre en-
semble, Fentourent comme une ceinture." The term cluao-
tai seems to have in some places the meaning here given
to it by Julien, but it commonly means to join informing a
continuous Une. Thus it is used of a series of tanks formed
or connected by a river and of tears uniting to form
streams on the cheeks. This sense of "joining and carry-
ing on" the stream seems to suit our passage, and the
circumstances of the district. In Yenk'i the becks of the
mountains joined in forming the various rivers by which
the country was watered. Thus the Khaidu, the principal
river, was formed by the junction of a large number of
tributary streams from the Northern or "White mountain.
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